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World Down Syndrome Day
Tuesday, March 21, 2017, is the 12th anniversary of World Down Syndrome Day.
According to the international website, it is intended “to help raise awareness of what Down
syndrome is, what it means to have Down syndrome, and how people with Down syndrome
play a vital role in our lives and communities.”
On their website, as of early January, they list 28 World Down Syndrome Day
celebrations in the US and 8 in Canada.
Locally, the Flower City Down Syndrome Network is celebrating at Bill Gray’s on
Jefferson Road on March 21 from 5PM – 8 PM. It’s a party for the Rochester community.
There will be a free photo booth and a magician. Print the flyer from their website and a
family member with Down syndrome will get a free burger or ice cream. (www.fcdsn.com )
www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/wdsd-2017

Progress! Yes!
Fisher-Price has a commercial featuring two-yearold Lili Boglarka Havasi from Budapest (left,
from the NY Times story). Additionally, a young
man named Asher will begin his modeling career
at 15 months with the OshKosh children’s
clothing line. Both children have Down
syndrome. They represent another step forward in
using models and actors with Down syndrome.
Katie Driscoll, who is herself the mother
of a child with Down syndrome, spearheaded a
group called Changing the Face of Beauty which
intended to encourage retailers to commit to using
models with disabilities in their advertising. Their
goal was to find 15 retailers who would commit.
They found 100.
Driscoll said, “We focus on what a smart business decision it is to include people with disabilities in advertisements.
You are essentially leaving a lot of money on the table, otherwise.”
www.changingthefaceofbeauty.org
www.nytimes.com/2016/11/23/well/family/in-toy-ads-and-on-the-catwalk-models-with-down-syndrome.html?_r=2

Progress? Not in France!
In France, young people with Down syndrome caused a video to be banned from French airwaves. What horrible
thing had they done? They had smiled on camera. They were obviously happy and so were their mothers. They were shown
on camera explaining the many ways in which their lives were happy and rewarding.
Apparently, their smiles might “disturb the conscience” of women who had aborted babies with Down syndrome,
might lead them to think that they had perhaps made a bad choice. The French media culture frowns upon not only
“disturbing” a woman about a past abortion, but also attempting to influence her in any way up front as she decides whether
or not to terminate her child’s life.
If you would like to see the wonderful, encouraging video “Dear Future Mom,” go to https://youtu.be/Ju-q4OnBtNU
(Two-hanky alert!)
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The two-child movement in India
According to the Population
Research Institute (PRI) the state of Assam
in northeast India seems prepared to follow
China’s two-child policy, except that it
would only apply to government employees.
Candidates for local or district offices will
not be allowed to have more than two
children, and an official in office who has a
third child will lose his or her job. If this
measure passes, it will be the eighth state to
adopt such a population policy. (Assam is
the farthest east orange-colored state on the
map.)
PRI notes, “every state with a twochild policy is below replacement fertility.”
India’s replacement fertility rate is 2.25 (see
chart and map at right). The top three
categories, beginning with dark red, show
areas below replacement value; the two
lighter areas are at or above replacement
value. Population decreases will not
improve economic problems and population
control measures will cause increased social
dislocations. They will also cause an
increase in sex-selective abortions, as
government workers struggle to save their
jobs.
The map, in a larger scale, and the
original article are available at
www.pop.org/content/indian-state-proposes-two-child-limit-governmentemployees?bblinkid=35624169&bbemailid=3000412&bbejrid=209230006

The map is used with the consent of the Population Research Institute, pop.org .

Who? Armenia?
Many pro-lifers would have no difficulty naming India, China, and Japan as countries with wild population
imbalances due to sex-selective abortion.
However, there’s another, smaller player joining them: Armenia. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
warns that sex-selective abortions discriminating against baby girls has skewed the ration of male to female births from the
normal 102 - 106 male births versus 100 female births to the unnatural ratio of 114/100 male/female births.
This 2012 data prompted UNFPA’s representative Garik Hayrapetyan to say, “In 10 to 20 years, we will face a

shortage of women and — combined with a dramatic decline in fertility rates — that will lead to a serious
demographic crisis.”
The government would like to restrict sex-selective abortions, but women’s rights groups in the country are resisting.
Sex selective abortion is also rampant in the neighboring country Azerbaijan, with which Armenia is in a territorial
dispute. According to the Guardian, in Azerbaijan “53 percent of newborn children were boys in the first quarter of 2016.”
http://guardian.ng/news/armenia-raises-alarm-as-abortions-of-girls-skew-population/
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Who broke the baby?
That’s what Jean Garton’s son asked her.
Jean came to the pro-life side relatively late in life
after stubbornly digging into the facts on both sides of the
issue. She found out that everything the other side said
was false. She eventually wrote her book “Who Broke the
Baby?” in which she debunked those claims.
The title of the book originated in the question
posed by her son. She had been projecting slides onto the
wall late one night as she prepared for a talk at a medical
school the next day, slides of abortions.
She says, “...my youngest child, then a sleepy
three- year old, unexpectedly entered the room. I heard his
sharp intake of breath as he saw the body of a three-month
old, dismembered by a D & C abortion. With great
sadness in his voice he asked, ‘Who broke the baby?’
Here was a child too young to have his sight clouded by
semantic subterfuge, and, with a wisdom that often
escapes the learned, he could mentally assemble the body
parts and call what he saw a broken baby.”
Jean died December 23, 2016 at age 87. Her
contributions of thought, time, and energy to the pro-life
cause have been enormous. Rest in peace, Jean.
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Nat Hentoff: Jewish, atheist,
civil libertarian, left-wing pro-lifer
Nat was one of a kind, for sure. He died in
December, 2016. We will miss his incredible intellectual
grasp of issues and his sense of irony. In a 1992 article, he
wrote about becoming pro-life and mentioned his tie with
Rochester. You can enjoy it, too.
“… Nearly ten years ago I declared myself a pro-lifer. A
Jewish, atheist, civil libertarian, left-wing pro-lifer. …
Not long after, I was invited to speak on this startling
heresy at Nazareth College in Rochester (long since a
secular institution). Two weeks before the lecture, it was
canceled. The women on the lecture committee, I was told
by the embarrassed professor who had asked me to come,
had decided that there was a limit to the kind of speech the
students could safely hear, and I was outside that limit. I
was told, however, that I could come the next year to give
a different talk. Even the women would very much like me
to speak about one of my specialties, censorship in
America. I went and was delighted to talk about
censorship at Nazareth. …”

New prenatal test identifies more genetic diseases
Children diagnosed prenatally with Down syndrome are at a hugely increased risk of abortion.
A new test, defined for single-gene disorders, may put many more children at risk. The FAST test is like the NIPT
described in the last issue is non-invasive in that it analyzes the mother’s blood. Possibly available in the next five years, it
would identify conditions such as muscular dystrophy, Huntington’s disease, sickle cell anemia, hemophilia, and cystic
fibrosis. These conditions are caused by mutations within a single gene.
Some conditions can be treated in the womb, but for others, as in the case of Down syndrome, the advised treatment
will indubitably be abortion.
www.newscientist.com/article/mg23331074-100-simple-blood-test-can-detect-genetic-diseases-early-in-pregnancy

American Psychiatric Association opposes ... what?
The APA released a position statement saying that they oppose prescribing or administering death-causing drugs to
non-terminally ill people. In so doing, they specify a non-opposition to assisted suicide/euthanasia as long as the patient is
considered terminally ill. They are basically opposing assisted suicide or euthanasia for psychiatric patients
However, spokesperson Dr. Mark Komrad, said, “So far, no other country that has implemented physician-assisted
suicide has been able to constrain its application solely to the terminally ill, eventually including non-terminal patients as
legally eligible as well. This is when psychiatric patients start to be included.” As noted for Belgium and Holland, when you
open the door to killing just a few sick people, the door just opens wider and wider. It makes you wonder what the APA
thought it was accomplishing with their statement.
www.bioedge.org/bioethics/american-psychiatric-association-takes-historic-stand-on-assisted-suicide-a/12137

New head
of the UN

The new secretary-general of the UN, Antonio Guterres, is a committed Catholic who opposed the
legalization of abortion when he was prime minister of Portugal. It is hoped that with his influence the UN
will become more family-oriented than it has been in many years.
www.thetablet.co.uk/news/6240/0/profile-ant-nio-guterres-the-catholic-tipped-to-be-the-new-head-of-the-un
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Attention High School Juniors and Seniors!
Saturday, April 8, 2017 in Rochester
Time and place to be announced

Pro-Life Oratorical Contest
Prepare a brief speech (5 – 7 minutes) on a specific issue related to the pro-life movement.
Share your perspective on abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, or stem cell research. Present your
informed, pro-life stance in a dynamic, engaging speech at the

Rochester Area Right to Life Oratorical Contest
First place prize $300 Second place prize $100 Third place prize $50
In addition, the winner has the right to go to the State level contest in Albany on May 13, competing to be the one
to represent New York at the National Right to Life Convention on June 29 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
It could be you!
Freshman? Sophomore? Or younger? We have special opportunities to allow younger students to participate in a noncompetitive way for practice. No age limits.
There is no charge, but you must register.
Questions? Want a registration form? Call Rochester Area Right to Life (621-4690) or e-mail RARTL@righttoliferoch.org

Newly published book on Gosnell
Philadelphia abortionist Dr. Kermit Gosnell was convicted in 2013 in a trial that was
noteworthy in at least two aspects: (1) The filth of his “clinic,” the disregard shown to the
women who came there for abortions, and the number of viable babies he aborted and then
killed and (2) the utter lack of interest shown by the media. The trial netted Gosnell three life
sentences for the three babies and one adult he was charged with killing.
The husband and wife team of Phelim McAleer and Ann McElhinney have now written
a book entitled “Gosnell: The Untold Story of America’s Most Prolific Serial Killer.”
It has been favorably rated by reviewers such as Michelle Malkin, Katie Pavlich, and
David Daleiden. Commended for its accuracy, it points the finger of blame at the people in
power who knew about the problem and chose to do nothing, people Michelle Malkin accurately
terms “enablers.” Lawyers for Life in Buffalo heard some of the stories from the book when
McElhinney spoke at their banquet in September, 2016.
McAleer and McElhinney also produced and co-wrote “Gosnell”, a feature film starring
Dean Cain. It is due to be released in 2017.
Information from Peter Adornetto, Communications Director, Buffalo Prays For Life

Events of interest to pro-lifers
Saturday, February 11 Break for Life Begins with pizza at 12:15 PM at McQuaid Jesuit, 1800 S. Clinton Ave. Abby
Johnson, keynote speaker, variety of other topics. Ends at 4:30 with Mass with Bishop Matano. Pay at the door or preregister at https://www.mcquaid.org/campus-ministry/social-justice/2017-break-for-life-conference
Tuesday, March 21 Community Celebration of World Down Syndrome Day, celebrated at Bill Gray’s on Jefferson
Road. See page 1 for details. Questions? Call Brian Callahan (585) 414-7767 or president@fcdsn.com
Saturday, April 8 RARTL Oratorical Contest For high school juniors and seniors. See above for details.
Reminder: Early August RARTL Garage Sale
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Assisted suicide and euthanasia here and there
The Dutch government is considering allowing euthanasia to be extended to those who feel that they have
“completed life.” Since these people would not necessarily be terminally ill or suffering unbearable pain, this represents yet
another slip down the slippery slope.
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/12/dutch-may-allow-assisted-suicide-for-those-who-feel-they-have-co/

The Netherlands allowed euthanasia for alcoholism in the case of Mark Langedijk, who had given up hope of being
able to stop drinking. Since he was physically ill and suffering psychologically, he qualified.
www.mercatornet.com/careful/view/netherlands-offers-euthanasia-for-alcoholics/19066

A woman known as AG in New Jersey has now been cleared by a judge to commit long-term suicide by anorexia.
The hospital must transfer her to a palliative care unit and continue to care for her, but are not allowed to force-feed her.
Her lawyer, Edward G. D/Alessandro “says that she could still live for years from the minimal nutrition she gets via binging
and purging; she otherwise consumes only diet soda and black coffee.”
www.newser.com/story/234423/her-anorexia-is-late-terminal-she-won-a-fight-to-keep-it-thatway.html?utm_source=part&utm_medium=aol&utm_campaign=rss_curated

Canadian euthanasia has taken another step in the province of Alberta, where doctors are not the only ones authorized
to administer euthanasia. In Alberta, it can be done by nurse practitioners, who function for many patients as their primary
care provider.
www.bioedge.org/bioethics/euthanasia-in-albert-seems-to-be-accelerating/12132

Swiss Bishop: No last rites if planning euthanasia
According to LifeSiteNews, Swiss Bishop Vitus Huonder said that if a Catholic is requesting
euthanasia then that Catholic will not be able to receive the last rites. “While Huonder strongly
urges his priests to accompany all persons in the last stages of life and to uphold the protection of
the sick and the relief of pain, he explains that last rites are out of the question for those who
choose death by euthanasia.”
www.lifesitenews.com/news/swiss-bishop-catholics-cannot-choose-euthanasia-and-receive-last-rites

Ohio makes assisting in a suicide a felony
Alex Schadenberg of the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition reported: “Great news: Yesterday, Ohio Governor Kasich
signed Bill HB 470 making Ohio the fifth state in the past few years to strengthen protections in law from assisted suicide, a
bill that makes assisted suicide a felony.”
The other four states are Georgia, Idaho, Louisiana, and Arizona. Michigan, in response to the infamous Jack
Kevorkian’s assistance in suicides, had passed an assisted suicide ban earlier, in 1998.
During the process of bill passage, State Senator Bill Seitz, author of the bill, commented, “...we ... are firmly against
assisted suicide. And how can we prove it to you? We’re going to make it a felony of the third degree if you [help someone]
do it.”
http://alexschadenberg.blogspot.ca/2016/12/ohio-considering-bill-to-make-assisted.html
www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2016/12/ohio_lawmakers_consider_making.html

NY Times advocates VSED
A recent article in the NY Times spoke positively of the idea of suicide by VSED, the act of voluntarily stopping
eating and drinking. It seemed to advocate VSED especially for older people who may have trouble coping with health/life
issues, whether or not they are terminally ill.
Death by dehydration normally occurs somewhere within two weeks and usually requires what the Times called
“aggressive” pain medication. Rochester’s assisted suicide advocate Dr. Timothy Quill said, “You want a medical partner to
manage your symptoms. It’s harder than you think.”
Ethicist Wesley J. Smith, commenting on the article, said, “Geriatric depression is a terrible problem in our society.
The last thing depressed oldsters need is a writer on aging issues pushing self-starvation as a splendid way out.”
www.nytimes.com/2016/10/25/health/voluntarily-stopping-eating-drinking.html?smid=tw-share&_r=2
www.nationalreview.com/corner/441322/new-york-times-pushes-suicide-starvation
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Assisted Suicide targets NY State
Many legislators do not understand the ramifications of legalizing assisted suicide. They feel that it is compassionate
to give sick people the approval and support of our legal system to end their lives.
It is for this reason that the former Hemlock Society, now renamed Compassion & Choices, is targeting NY State for
passage of a bill to legalize assisted suicide. On their website, they say, “Capitalizing on strong interest among lawmakers in
Albany and brisk growth in our New York grassroots, Compassion & Choices has made New York a top legislative priority.
We are committing significant resources to make medical aid in dying available to terminally ill adults in the Empire State.”
Not Dead Yet and other disability groups oppose legalizing assisted suicide.
Marilyn Golden, Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund, says, “If this bill passes, some people’s lives will be
ended without their consent, through mistakes and abuse. No safeguards have ever been enacted or proposed that can prevent
this outcome, which can never be undone.”
On their website, DREDF says, “Legalization is a serious mistake for many reasons that are not always immediately
apparent. Supporters often focus solely on issues of choice and self-determination, but actually, legalization would restrict
choice and self-determination.”
The New York Alliance Against Assisted Suicide points out that the “safeguards” are mere selling points to get the
bills passed. They quote Wesley J. Smith: “safeguards” are the “honey to help make the hemlock go down.” In areas where
assisted suicide/euthanasia is legal, safeguards are often disregarded.
www.notdeadyet.org/disability-rights-toolkit-for-advocacy-against-legalization-of-assisted-suicide
www.noassistedsuicideny.org/
www.dredf.org/public-policy/assisted-suicide/
www.nationalreview.com/corner/443617/hawaii-suicide-bill-abandons-safeguards

New York State Reproductive Health Act
This is the same abortion expansion bill that has failed multiple times in the past. It passed (A1748) in the Assembly on
Tuesday, January 17th by a 96 – 46 vote after a lightning-fast passage through the codes and rules committees earlier the
same day. The Senate bill (S2796) is not likely to see action any time soon.

Washington “Women’s March”: only for certain women
A women’s march, to occur the day after the inauguration - sounds pretty inclusive, doesn’t it? When a pro-life feminist
group applied to join the march, the initial responses were positive, even including the idea that feminism might include prolifers. However, the negatives swiftly rained down, and the organizers decided that, after all, one had to be in favor of
abortion as a choice in order to be a feminist. In a Washington Post article, Carol Crossed explains that Susan B. Anthony
was a feminist and definitely opposed abortion. However, as currently defined by the media, feminism and pro-life don’t go
together. Yet.
www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2017/01/18/susan-b-anthony-would-never-have-joined-the-womens-march-on-washington

Umbert is probably very grateful to those who voted in the last election. Individual citizen votes have started a
process that just may remove the federal funding from a really big shark.
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Suggested prayers

Please become a prayer partner. Spend 5-10 minutes daily in
prayer about life issues to provide a 24-hour prayer shield over
our area. Join in the following monthly prayer themes:

January: That our new President and Congress will honor
the First Amendment and protect the rights of health care
providers to follow their consciences especially as they
care for women, infants, the disabled, and the elderly.
February: That our newly elected President learns to rely
on the guidance of the Holy Spirit first in all things. May
he be strong in protecting our religious freedoms.
March: That our culture moves from a “me” culture to
one where others matter, especially the unborn, disabled,
and elderly.
April: That newly appointed Supreme Court Justices
revere all life, from womb to tomb.
May: That every woman may realize that sharing the act
of creation with the Creator is a calling of the highest
honor and every birth is a miracle.
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MEMORIAL/HONOR TRIBUTE You are welcome to
remember an event/achievement or a deceased loved one
with a memorial/honor/tribute, tax-deductible donation to
the RARTL Education Fund. A card in your name will
be sent to the family/person you designate; contribution
amount is confidential.
Mail form & check payable to RARTL Education Fund to
RARTL; 675 Ling Road; Suite 3; Rochester, NY 14612
Enclosed is gift of $__________ in memory/honor
Of/for ___________________________________________________
(occasion) ________________________________________________
My/our name______________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________
City____________________________________State______________
Zip______________Phone___________________________________

In Memory

Please notify_______________________________________________

Hon. Jim Breese

Address___________________________________________________
City_____________________________St._______Zip_____________

Thanks to Friends
A big thank you to all the community leaders who
generously allowed us to use their names on the special
education solicitation letterhead you received in early
January.
A few people gave us permission, but the
permission didn’t arrive until after the letter had gone to
the printer. So, here are the people whose names were
therefore not on the letter but who nevertheless responded
with generous permission: Barbara Gutowski, Rev Robert
Geyer, Mr. and Mrs. Ted Mooney, Suzanne and Michael
Schnittman, Mr. and Mrs. John Englert, and Mr. and Mrs.
Stephen Webster.

Already started spring cleaning?
Don’t forget the RARTL garage sale. We’re
expecting to reserve space soon for a long weekend in
August at Annunciation Church, just like last year. So
please save us your gently-used castoffs.
Do you need to move these items out of your
house? Call Pat at 621-4690 to make arrangements.
A shout-out to the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
which provides items like furniture and household goods
to people who frequently have almost nothing. They
generously donate some of their spare stock to our garage
sale. Go, SVDP of northeast Rochester!

Would you like a subscription to Life-Lines? We
can send it to you on paper or via e-mail. Please call (585621-4690) or e-mail (RARTL@righttoliferoch.org) with
your contact information. We need your name and street
address and, if you would like it e-mailed, your e-mail
address. There is no charge for a subscription, although
donations are gratefully accepted.

Just a reminder
If you did not get a request for your membership
back in October, the reason could be that you were in a
select group of 400. For an unexplained reason, mailing
labels were not generated for about 400 people when we
were preparing the Membership solicitation in October.
We do not know who these 400 people are and we are
sorry!
We have now changed computer systems and do
not expect that event to happen again.

The people you never see
Three cheers for the mailing crew at RARTL.
These volunteers come in when we have a mailing. If we
have envelopes, they stuff them and seal them. If it’s a
newsletter, they give it that one last fold, wafer it, and put
your address label on it. It’s not glamorous or exciting, so
we’re especially grateful to these volunteers who come
back again and again. And again.

Rochester Area Right to Life Committee, Inc.,
Education Fund
675 Ling Road, Suite 3
Rochester, New York 14612
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Saved from death and
then from persecution in China
The past: Sentenced to death before birth by the Chinese
Family Planning Police because she was a second child and, as a girl,
not worth saving. Saved by courageous parents. Thrown into jail
overnight without food, water, or a toilet at age 10 because the
government was angry with her father, dissident Zhang Lin. Then kept
under house arrest and prohibited from going to school.
The present: Rescued from China by Reggie Littlejohn,
founder and driving force of Women’s Rights Without Frontiers,
Reggie’s husband Robert, and US House Representative Chris Smith, who arranged for Anni and her sister to come to the US
three years ago. Activists inside China also participated.
Anni has been adopted by Reggie and her husband. She began piano lessons after arriving in the US. The picture
shows her, triumphant, after winning a music contest that rewarded the 13-year-old with the opportunity to play in Carnegie
Hall. (Picture courtesy of Reggie.) Sometimes dreams really do come true.
Read more about Anni’s story at www.breakpoint.org/bpcommentaries/entry/13/30337
It doesn’t matter whether the Chinese law is a One-Child policy or a Two-Child policy. The government will still
force abortions on women unlawfully pregnant and women will still be pressured into “voluntarily” discarding unborn
daughters in hopes of having a son.
Women’s Right’s Without Frontiers has an ongoing program to save girl children in China from forced abortion.
One of their programs gives a pregnant woman money to help her continue her pregnancy and take care of the newborn.
Reggie is a tireless and riveting speaker. She spoke with students at the Break for Life here in Rochester several years ago
and the students were enthralled. Read more at www.womensrightswithoutfrontiers.org

